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We also have professional reading tutors! 



Urbana Place 

SENIOR LIVING 


Leave your worries behind...live safely and carefree. 




Independent Plus • Assited Living • Memory Care 


Call today to set up a personalized tour - 763.402.9190 
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of home with individualized 
services, state-of-the-art 
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to live your best life now! 


In Honor of our 1-Year Anniversary 
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5601 94th Avenue North Brooklyn Park, MN 55443 
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Reader Danuta Warec responds to 
“Mike Lindell threatens to sue Anderson 
Cooper over brutal CNN interview” 
at citypages.com. 


GOD, NO 


REV. ROBERT ALTIER and Rev James 
Altman—Catholic leaders in Crystal, MN 
and La Crosse, Wl respectively—believe 
in god. They also have some more... out- 
there beliefs. (Hey, you can’t spell either of 
their names without “alt.”) Altier recently 
told his congregation that COVID-19 is 
a man-made hoax, while Altman thinks 
Catholic Democrats are doomed to hell, 
an opinion he shared in a YouTube video 
posted by Alpha News. Priests aren’t 
really supposed to push their political 
positions on parishioners, and La Crosse 
Diocese Bishop William Patrick Callahan 
told the Star Tribune he plans to privately 
council Altman. 
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EXIT POINT 

MPR reporter resigns, cites stalled investigation into 
allegedly abusive Current DJ 



JEFF WHEELER/STAR TRIBUNE 


ore bad PR for MPR. 

Days after Minnesota 
Public Radio sparked 
online blowback for fir¬ 
ing Garrett McQueen, its 
classical station’s only Black D J, its news 
division lost veteran reporter Marianne 
Combs, who says she’s resigning to pro¬ 
test leadership’s handling of her #MeToo 
reporting. 

Combs—winner of the Society of Profes¬ 
sional Journalists’ Journalist of the Year 
award in June for in-depth coverage of 
sex crimes at Children’s Theatre Co.— 
was working on a story about an allegedly 
abusive DJ at 89.3 the Current, MPR’s 
sister station. The unnamed employee 
continues to use “his status as a D J at the 
Current to attract and further torment 
young women,” Combs wrote Monday 
in an open resignation letter. 

Combs’s story cleared all the legal 


hurdles, she writes, but her bosses kept 
stalling. 

“They described him as ‘a real creep,’ but 
worried that airing a story about his behav¬ 
ior would invite a lawsuit,” she writes. 
“While the editors have not gone so far 
as to cancel the story, they have shown 
such a complete lack of leadership that I 
no longer have any confidence they will 
handle the story appropriately.” 

So, citing a need for “leadership, a moral 
compass and courage,” the 23-year MPR 
News vet called it quits. 

“I’m resigning to show my continued 
support for these women,” she writes. 
“Their stories matter, their trauma is 
real, and the issues their experiences 
raise are relevant to all women, as well 
as all parents.” 

Duchesne Drew, president of MPR, 
stands by Combs’s editors. 

‘We were shocked by Marianne Combs’s 


decision to resign her position at MPR 
News. That said, I fully support the edi¬ 
tors who reviewed her story,” he says in 
a statement issued to City Pages. “The 
MPR News editors decided that the story, 
which deals with complex and sensitive 
issues, is not ready to run because it does 
not meet our journalistic standards. In 
fact, they were blindsided by Marianne’s 
resignation and expected that she was 


continuing to work on the story.” 

It’s been a rough few years at St. Paul- 
based American Public Media, which 
owns MPR and the Current. It canned 
iconic host Garrison Keillor in 2017 fol¬ 
lowing allegations of “dozens of sexually 
inappropriate incidents.” In 2020 alone, 
more than 40 staffers have been laid off 
or accepted buyouts; executive pay was 
trimmed by 20 to 35 percent, -jay boller 
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The Once & Future 

LAKE STREET 

Can the coolest street in Minneapolis be saved? 

BY SUSAN DU 



SUSAN DU 


O n the comer of East 
Lake Street and 
Chicago Avenue, 
Sharon Sayles 
Belton stared 
down the cultural 
corridor that had 
been the beating 

heart of Minneapolis. 

This was the area the former mayor was 
elected to represent on the City Council in 
the 1980s. The adjoining communities of 
Powderhorn and Phillips are some of the 
most diverse in Minnesota, low-income 
but entreprenurial. And so Lake Street 
had been an arcade of small shops and 
mom-and-pop eateries, an incubator of 
immigrant dreams. Over the years, it also 
became one of the last authentically cool 
places left in the rapidly developing city, 
where culture held its ground against 
corporate retail and formulaic luxury 
apartments. 

Earlier this summer, protests against 
Minneapolis police officers’ killing of 
George Floyd exploded into arson and 
looting along Lake Street, laying waste to 
priceless infrastmcture that Sayles Belton 
had fought for as a city official. 

Casualties of the unrest included 
desperately needed affordable housing, 
grocery stores, and health clinics. Once- 
vibrant blocks were reduced to a charred 
wasteland of twisted metal. There was the 
surface parking lot that Sayles Belton and 
her girlfriends cleaned until their work 
gloves burst. And there was the popular 
Chicago-Lake Liquors, whose owner waved 
her in to look at the dregs of his store after 
ever 3 Thing of value had been stolen. 

These days, there are signs that Lake 
Street is repairing itself Cub Foods erected 
a temporary grocery tent in its parking lot 
while it rebuilt. The trashed Walgreens 
on Lake Street and 31st Avenue opened 
a mobile unit so residents no longer had 
to bus as far as Bloomington for medica¬ 
tion. Artists painted murals on pl 5 rwood- 
plastered storefronts. 

Across the street from the Midtown 
Global Market, in the lot where the Roberts 
Shoes artist colony once stood, someone 
had put together a picnic table, a modest 
arrangement of raw two-by-fours—not 
much to look at, but a gesture of trying. 

Traversing gullies in the sidewalk, jaw 
swaddled in a fioral mask, the former 
mayor recalled how the neighborhood 
pooled its resources to buy and refurbish 
two houses near Oakland Avenue for the 
original Harriet Tubman Shelter for Bat¬ 
tered Women. How there’d once been an 
abandoned building on 30th Avenue where 
sex workers solicited johns, in full view of 
kids lined up to catch the bus for school. 

‘When we first started working on the 
revitalization of Lake Street, the whole 


corridor from Nicollet all the way to Chi¬ 
cago, this whole corridor was filled with 
prostitution, drugs, massage parlors, dirty 
bookstores, all that crap,” says Sayles Bel¬ 
ton. “That’s what I inherited. And that’s 
also what we, working together with these 
neighborhoods, ran out of our community 
so that we could have the opportunity to 
have”—she gestures up at the curly pink 
sign of La Michoacana Purepecha—“ice 
cream!” 

It was also in her term that the Sears 
catalog distribution center for the entire 
upper Midwest closed down, costing the 
neighborhood thousands of jobs. The 
empty Midtown Exchange building was 
a crossroads, literally and figuratively, 
as prime a moment for community-led 


rehabilitation as it was a temptation for 
speculative developers. 

So Sayles Belton called up the late bil¬ 
lionaire Carl Pohlad of the Minnesota 
Twins. She sold him a vision of Lake Street 
uplifting immigrant entrepreneurs, and 
got him to buy the building for the city. 
Today, it’s the Midtown Global Market, a 
vibrant chimera of food stalls, shopping, 
and mixed-income apartments. 

As business districts go. Lake Street 
can’t compare to the economic engine 
of downtown, with its glassy maze of 
skyscrapers, but it did generate enough 
commerce to sustain a sense of place with 
a rhythm and a pulse. 

That’s changed now. On the other side 
of I-35W is a scorched post office. Rows 


Ruhel Islam stayed at Gandi Mahal 
until a fire in a neighboring building 
reached the gas line. 


of small businesses, many of them Black-, 
indigenous-, and immigrant-owned, are 
destroyed. 

“Ever 5 l;hing they were hoping to benefit 
from, and we wanted them to benefit from, 
they’ll be behind the eight ball,” Sayles 
Belton says. As a former city planner, she 
can’t divorce fact from the frustration of 
walking among the ruins of her own hard 
work. 

To start anew. Lake Street must again 
court major outside investment. To rebuild 
and maintain its character, it would have 
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Minnesota Gold and Silver Exchange is always buying! 




NEW Business in St. Louis Park 
Striving to be the Best! 

Located between Hwy. 100 and Hwy. 169 
on Minnetonka Blvd. (Across from Erik’s Bike Shop) 

3001 Utah Ave. S. • 952.207.2095 
will@nnngoldsilver.conn • mngoldsilver.com 
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Licensed and Bonded by the State of Minnesota • 5 Star Rating • Private and Confidentiai • Our showroom is open to the pubiic 
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CURR 


Silver Coins 1964 and Older 

Gold toins 1933 and Older 

Silver Dollars - Morgan and Peace 

Large and snnall Coin Collections 

l\ Kennedy Clad Half Dollars (1965-1970) 

foreign Silver & Gold Coins 
U - , V 

Mint & Proof Sets 
1^ Indian Head Cents 
P^Wheat Cents 

Liberty, Buffalo & War, Nickels^ 
Old Tokens and Medc 
Ved & Blue Seal PapeM 
Large (Ho^se Blanket) Currency! 




Na^nal Currency\ 
Fractional Currency 
Silver and Gold Certificatl 
Confederate Currency ^ 
$50b^t$]000 Bills" 



STERLING SILVER inMS 

Silverware 
Flatware 
Hoi Iowa re 
Candle Sticks 
Silver Knife Handles 
Antique Sterling 
Foreign Silver-800, 830 & 900 
Tiffany 

Any Broken Silver Itenns 

ipS'uPw 
Bring In This Ad & Receive 

$10 Bonus 

on sold items of $100 to $300 

$20 Bonus 

on sold items over $300 


GOLD AND SILVER BULLION 

Annerican Eagles 
Canadian Maple Leafs 
Krugerrands 
Gold Bars/ All Sizes 
Silver Rounds 
Silver Bars 1 oz, 10 oz, 

100 oz, & 1000 oz 
Platinum Bars/ All Sizes 
Palladium/ Rhodium 
Sterling Coins and Bars 



GOLD AND SILVER JEWELRY 

Dental Gold 

Designer Gold and Silver 

Scrap Gold, lOK, 14K, 18K, 22K 

High End Watches 

Old Class Rings 

All Pocket Watches 

Wedding Rings ^ ^ t ’ 

Sterling Jewelry 

Industrial Gold ^ 

Native American Jewelry 

Broken Jewelry ^ 

Ceremonial Jewelry 

Antique Jewelry 

All Broken Jewelry 

Platinum Jewelry 

Costume Jewelry 



HERE’S HOW IT WORKS 

Gather items of interest from your attic, safe deposit box, 
garage or basement. There is no iimit to the items you can 
bring in to us. 

No appointment necessary. 

We will review your items. If you are interested in seiling your 
items, we wiii make you an offer on the spot. 

If you decide to accept our offer, we wiii pay you on the spot 
in either cash or check. 

You get 100% of the offer with no hidden fees. Piease come 
in for our offer! 


8 CITYPAGES.COM SEPTEMBER 16-22, 2020 































to attract the attention of a specific kind of 
money that understands the ideology of the 
area—what it’s done for new Americans 
since the turn of the 20th century, how 
much fight it’s got left. 

‘'It’s all a part of the history of the 
people living here, working-class people, 
low-income people, just saying. We can 
do better, we know how to fight for what 
we want, and all we need is somebody to 
listen.’” 

II. 

^ n 1881, the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. 
I Paul and Pacific Railroad laid tracks 
I on what is now the Midtown Gre- 
A enway bicycle highway. It brought 
manufacturing and industry, which pulled 
development into the southeast stretch 
of the city. Then came the Lake Street- 
Marshall Avenue bridge, which spanned 
the Mississippi River, marrying Minne¬ 
apolis and St. Paul. 

By the early 1900s, a streetcar network 
stitched city neighborhoods together, and an 
infiux of Scandinavians and Greeks showed 
up, looking for jobs in the milling industry. 
They landed on Lake Street, opening shops, 
building churches and mutual aid societ¬ 
ies like the Sons of Norway and Gustavus 
Adolphus Hall (now La Poblanita Taqueria), 
designed “to demonstrate that Swedes were 
substantial citizens.” 

When Lake Street was new, cars were 
just starting to be mass produced. Auto 
lots up and down the street displayed the 
Model T. But with suburbanization came 
the decline of urban neighborhoods. After 
1945, the G.I. Bill permitted white veterans 
to elevate themselves by going to college 
and taking out mortgages, while Jim Crow 
laws barred Black veterans from making 
use of those same benefits. 

Minneapolis’s streetcars were dismantled 
by 1954, furthering urban decline. Lake 
Street aged. Pom theaters like the Rialto and 
the Avalon moved into the neighborhood 
and drove down its value. When 1-35 W was 
built, it neglected to include access ramps to 
Lake Street, despite residents’ hard-fought 
campaign to increase movement to the 
area. Constmction crews had just begun 
building those ramps, 50 years on, when 
Lake Street caught fire this summer. 

Decades of disinvestment meant com¬ 
mercial buildings stayed small and cheap to 
rent. When Mexicans and Central Ameri¬ 
cans arrived, followed by Somalis and other 
East African people. Lake Street reprised 
the role it had played for prior waves of 
European immigrants. 

Cara Letofsky, a former Met Council 
member and local historian, chokes up 
as she tries to explain what sets it apart. 

“Every time someone opens a small busi¬ 
ness, it’s their livelihood. It’s their dream. 
And that’s what Lake Street gets to be for 
people, over and over again,” she says. 
“That’s what we need to keep our eye on 


when we think about the rebuilding and 
what comes next, that it still remains that 
opportunity for people.” 

III. 

I n 2010, Maria Gali purchased a run¬ 
down building at 29th and Cedar, one 
abandoned more than a decade and 
inhabited by squatters, with plans to 
open a childcare center. It took five years 
to clean up the facilities and secure busi¬ 
ness loans—no easy task for a Mexican 
immigrant in a low-income neighborhood 
that had been written off as unlikely to 
pay tuition, Gali says. 

Lenders who specifically gave to child¬ 
care startups didn’t buy her business plan. 
The only financier that would back her 
dream of teaching multiculturalism and 
earth stewardship was the local BMO Harris 
Bank. An underwriter of many immigrant- 
owned businesses, it was recently trashed 
by protesters decrying capitalism. 

Today, Circulos de Amigos looks after 
about 60 small children, down from its 
pre-COVID enrollment of 80. When the 
riots swept Lake Street, Gali sent everyone 


Even with $2 million in donations, Kelly 
Drummer (top) says MIGIZI is far from 
ready to rebuild. Former mayor Sharon 
Sayles Belton watched decades of 
transformation shaken in a single week. 


home. She watched people setting fires 
and smashing windows on remote secu¬ 
rity cameras until she felt overwhelmed 
by helplessness and sought anxiety meds 
for the first time in her life. 

Ultimately, the center was spared damage. 
But the children weren’t. They returned 
to school asking, “If somebody does some¬ 
thing bad, do they get shot?” and “Can we 
kill police?” 

Gali and her daughter Tania Riviera 
broached the topic with a clip from Ses¬ 
ame Street and SomethingHappened in Our 
Town: A Child’s Story About Racial Injustice 
by Marianne Celano. They made protest 
signs and led the students on a miniature 
sidewalk peace march, chanting, ‘We are 
the same, we need respect, we are children, 
we love everybody!” 

Afterward, baseline levels of drugs and 
prostitution—which longtime residents 
tolerated—suddenly became untenable, the 


women say. Dealers congregated behind 
Circulos de Amigos in large groups of 20 or 
more, attracting buyers from all over. The 
neighborhood was inundated with open 
sex, gunshots, needle use, and discarded 
crack pipes. They could no longer take the 
children on walks along the Greenway, and 
couldn’t use their outdoor classroom, an 
open-ended play area, because strangers 
often camped there. 

“Everyone passes the ball,” says Riviera. 
“The police pass it on to the city council 
woman. The city council woman passes it to 
the judges. We understand all the injustice 
and inequities that have been done in the 
criminal justice system. It’s just, how can 
repeat offenders be let out so often to return 
to the same neighborhoods, to continue to 
terrorize them, and also taint the youth?” 

Neighbor Jeremy Gray bought a house 
on Lake and 18th Avenue after the Great 
Recession. The homeowners on his block 
hail from all over the world. Many have 
children around the same age who spend 
summers biking together up and down 18th. 

This year, drugs overran the neighbor¬ 
hood. Groups of people would walk up 
fi*om the Greenway, go to the Stop and Shop 
gas station to buy pipes and baggies, and 
leave trash in the street. Dealers sat atop 
cars, handing product to drivers who’d 
barrel off at 50 mph. Conflicts amongthem 
spilled into neighbors’ yards. One day a car 
charged into a group sitting on the retaining 
wall in front of a house with three young 
children inside. Confi-ontationbegat retalia¬ 
tion. Someone threw a rock through Gray’s 
window, raining broken glass across the 
living room while his family watched TV. 
They did the same to an apartment unit at 
the opposite end of the street. 

His sons have become fairly desensi¬ 
tized to the scene. Gray says. He’d let them 
out to play if there were just three or four 
dealers on the street, but not when there 
were six or seven. 

Amid calls to dismantle the Minneapolis 
Police this summer, police units that investi¬ 
gated narcotics complaints with undercover 
work and search warrants ceased operation, 
according to emails that Kali Pliego, an 
MPD civilian crime prevention special¬ 
ist, sent to residents. Beat cops who were 
supposed to drop in on businesses and get 
to know community members quit “proac¬ 
tive policing.” They were only allowed to 
respond to pressing 911 calls. 

“You all need to take charge of this sit¬ 
uation. There is nobody ‘out there’ who 
will swoop in and save the day for you. 911 
responders in acute situations, yes... but 
long term solutions have to be organic. I 
am truly sorry to have to say this to you,” 
wrote Pliego. 

She also gave the residents of 18th Ave¬ 
nue some context about their drug deal¬ 
ers. They’re a group that’s moved from 
block to block—from 15th to Bloomington 
to 16th—for more than a year. They stay 
as long as their intimidation works, but 
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LITTLE AFRICA FEST 


MUSIC • DANCING • ART • BUSINESS 



This year, the festival will be raising funds for African Immigrant- 
owned businesses affected by COVID-19. For five nights African 
Economic Development Solutions (AEDS) and Little Africa 
will stream music, dance, poetry, and interviews from African 
Immigrants throughout the Twin Cities. AEDS will be promoting 
Little Africa in a Box, an innovative meal pick-up that will support 


VIRTUAL CELEBRATION 9/20 - 9/24 


LinLE'AFRICA IN A BOX 


DAILY SPECIALS FROM LOCAL AFRICAN RESTAURANTS 
DINNER + DESSERTS: 1 PERSON $20 • 4 PERSON FAMILY $65 
PICK UPS FROM 4:30-6:30PM 


Streaming live on Facebook (|)AEDSMN 
and YouTube Channel AEDSofMinnesota 


SUN 9/20 


SABRINA’S 


7pm-8pm • September 20-September 24 



PERFORMERS SCHEDULED TO APPEAR 


MON 9/21 DILLA 

TUES 9/22 AGELGIL 

WED 9/23 SNELLING CAFE 


Carolyn Naomi • Sagirah Shahid • Genet Abate 
Kashimana Ahua and Korma Aguh-Stuck • Innocent 
Voice of Culture Drum and Dance * and MORE 


THUR 9/24 AFRO DELI 

BIT.LY/RSVPLITTLEAFRICAFEST 
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SUSAN DU 


leave once residents organize and make 
it too hard for them to do their business. 

Things came to a head when a neighbor’s 
teenage daughter was mugged at gunpoint. 
About 50 people gathered on the Greenway 
bridge for an emergency meeting. Some 
were veterans. They wore long guns on 
their backs and pistols on their hips. Once 
the crowd reached critical mass, they made 
an impromptu decision to march down 
the street and push the drug dealers out. 
Nearby Capouch Iron Works donated large 
metal cattle gates, which were installed 
at both ends of the street, blocking traffic 
from all but immediate residents. 

Luis Ortiz, owner of the New People’s 
Community Garage auto shop on 18th, 
says constantly having to move the bar¬ 
ricades back and forth makes his business 
marginally harder, but he doesn’t fault the 
neighbors for taking security into their 
own hands. 

In prior years, he’d call police about drug 
dealing right in front of his shop, but all 
they’d do was drive through with their 
bullhorns. The dealers would leave, then 
circle back. Recently, a customer dropped 
off a truck after hours, only to have its win¬ 
dows smashed and stereo extracted. 

“After the mess happening on Lake 
Street, it was like 20 to 30 people from the 
moment I opened. When I leave, I leave, 
but the neighbors deal with it all night,” 
Ortiz says. “They have kids, and I really 
felt bad for them because the kids come 
out to play, and they have to turn around 
with the people working there in front of 
their house. It was no life.” 

Neighbors formed an armed night patrol. 
They built gravel speed bumps in the street 
without the city’s permission, and took time 
off work to guard their block around the 
clock. By and by, the drug dealers disap¬ 
peared from 18th. But then conflicts arose 
around who would be leader, and who was 
puttingmore skin on the line for the comfort 
of all. The disagreements threatened the 
sustainability of the whole arrangement. 


For now, Luis Ortiz doesn’t mind 
moving barricades around his business. 


The dealers eventually reconvened on 
17th Avenue. Residents on both blocks are 
desperate for a solution. 

Some neighbors, having had enough, 
are putting their houses up for sale. Gray 
doesn’t want to run away. 

“I don’t want to leave everybody here, 
just up and, T’m done.’ This is my home,” 
he says. “But at the same time, even if I 
did leave, who would buy it? Why would 
anyone want to come here? So even if 
by some miracle I could sell the place, it 
wouldn’t be enough to buy a house any¬ 
where else.” 

Gali is also conflicted. Lake Street has 
been her home for nearly 20 years. The 
neighborhood has always suffered from a 
degree of neglect, and now she hears con¬ 
spiracy theories about how the destruction 
was timed to clear out resident businesses 
in favor of mass redevelopment She doesn’t 
put much stock in those murmurings. At 
the same time, it’s difficult to imagine how 
many small businesses would rebuild, 
particularly those that were uninsured, 
with some owners lacking social security 
documentation and therefore ineligible 
for federal funding. 

Sometimes she tells her daughter they 
have no choice but to move. But then again, 
could Circulos de Amigos find success any¬ 
where else? Their families are generous, 
compassionate people who value social 
justice, diversity, and nature, Gali says. 
They like seeing children play with natural 
resources in their outdoor classroom, build¬ 
ing with water and sand, getting muddy 
in the summer, just being kids. 

“I love the neighborhood. The people 
here in south Minneapolis are the people 
I want to work with. I don’t think we can 
make it with our philosophy in Minnetonka, 
for example,” Gali says. “So we are still 
here, but we are fighting back.” 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

healthsource 



612-588-9411 

neighborhoodhealthsource.org 
4 clinics, 1 mission 


Employment/health insurance negatively impacted by 
COVID-19? We're here to help! 


Affordable primary care for patients of all ages 


Telehealth appointments now available 


No insurance? No problem! No insurance required, public/private 
insurance accepted. Sliding fee discount available. 
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& LUNCHEONETTE 


Open Tues.-Sun. 12-8 • Walk up Service 
Online Ordering @ lalahomemadeicecream.square.site 
Please remember your mask. 


Cedar Shake Specialist 

Roof Repair & Treatment 
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Minnesota Gold and Silver Exchange 

ALWAYS BUYING 


COINS AND CURRENCY 
' GOLD AND SILVER BULLION 
STERLING SILVER ITEMS 
GOLD AND SILVER JEWELRY 


NEW Business in St. Louis Park 
Striving to be the Best! 

Located between Hwy. 100 and Hwy. 169 
on Minnetonka Blvd. (Across from Erik’s Bike Shop) 

3001 Utah Ave. S. 
952.207.2095 
will@mngoldsilver.com 
mngoidsiiver.com 


HOW IT WORKS 

Gather items of interest from your attic, safe deposit box, 
garage or basement. There is no limit to the items you can 
bring in to us. 

No appointment necessary. 

We will review your items. If you are interested in selling 
your items, we will make you an offer on the spot. 

If you decide to accept our offer, we will pay you on the 
spot in either cash or check. 

You get 100% of the offer with no hidden fees. Please 
come in for our offer! 


12 CITYPAGES.COM SEPTEMBER 16-22, 2020 














IV, 

O nce the smoke settled, about 
a dozen people were federally 
charged with rioting and arson 
based on surveillance footage 
and social media. They include a Min¬ 
neapolis man allegedly setting fire to a 
St. Paul car rental agency, and two men 
from St. Paul being prosecuted for torch¬ 
ing the Minneapolis 3rd police precinct 
building. The others came from Brainerd, 
Brooklyn Park, Maplewood, Monticello, 
Ramsey, Rochester, Rosemount, Staples, 
Wayzata, and Galesburg, Illinois. 

Despite the statewide origins of the 
accused, the Minnesota Legislature denied 
state funding to help the Twin Cities. The 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
snubbed Gov. Tim Walz when he requested 
$15 million toward rebuilding Lake Street. 
President Donald Trump said, during a 
recent visit to Mankato, that the aid was 
rejected as “punishment for being stupid 
because they could have stopped that if 
they let the police do what they’re trained 
to do.” 

Lake Street Council, the area’s business 
association, quickly raised more than $10 
million from corporations and individual 
donors to distribute as grants. Thomson 
Reuters, where former mayor Sharon Sayles 
Belton now serves as VP of Partnerships 


and Alliances, committed $1 million to 
rebuilding and other basic needs. 

But it’s nowhere near enough. More than 
1,500 buildings in the Twin Cities were hit, 
totaling more than $500 million in damage. 
That number doesn’t include inventory 
and job loss or the cost to rebuild, which 
will be significantly higher. 

Parts of Lake Street remain a wasteland 
because demolition alone can cost hundreds 
of thousands of dollars, with insurance 
t 5 q)ically covering just a small portion. 

If Lake Street businesses had savings 
after three months of COVID-19, they 
certainly don’t have any now, says Lake 
Street Council president Allison Sharkey. 

When the pandemic hit, many restaurants 
saw the writing on the wall and made the 
financial call to close rather than lose money. 
Contrarily most of Lake Street’s mom-and- 
pops stayed open through sheer force of 
will. Many had invested their life savings, 
chosen to pay staff in lieu of keeping up 
with insurance premiums, and were entirely 
uncovered when their shops caught fire. 

Sharkey says one troubling outcome may 
be that building owners—just to break even 
after rebuilding—will double the rent and 
displace longtime tenants. “At the same 
time, I’m concerned about the opposite 
effect, that there may be disinvestment, 
that people won’t be able to fully demolish 
and rebuild, and that it may sit there vacant 


and blighted. I feel like this could go either 
way, that it might change block by block.” 

Saving Lake Street requires galvanizing 
a hodge-podge of independent property 
owners around a shared understanding of 
what the area means to people, an idea that 
grows bleaker every day that the mountains 
of debris remain. According to business 
filings, most building owners are identi¬ 
fied only as LLCs. The Lake Street Council 
knows many of the people behind them, 
but others are total mysteries. 

V, 

B efore the riots, the intersection 
of Lake Street and 27th Avenue 
was a quiet peninsula of small 
businesses in owner-occupied 
buildings. 

On the comer was the Odd Fellows build¬ 
ing, just acquired by Ade Alabi in January. 
It had been home to Addis Ababa Ethiopian 
restaurant, El Nuevo Rodeo, and a Mon- 
eyCram, all reduced to mbble. Next door 
was Gandhi Mahal, a sustainable-sourcing 
restaurant pioneer that had a reputation 
for hosting nonprofit fundraisers for free, 
and MIGIZI, the Native American youth 
development center that had just raised 
$1.6 million to build a sweeping new head¬ 
quarters full of modern accoutrements. 


During the riots, the American Indian 
Movement showed up to protect the area. 
Gandhi Mahal fed protest medics. Never¬ 
theless, looters kept mnning in and out of 
the nearby money exchange. That building 
caught fire. The wind blew south. Once the 
post office lit up, business owners armed 
with fire extinguishers were no match for 
the conflagration pressing in from all sides. 

‘We’re all like deer in headlights,” says 
Kelly Drummer, the executive director of 
MIGIZI. Over the past few months, she 
raised $2 million from 20,000 new donors 
around the world who were touched by 
their story as it appeared in the New York 
Times and Indian Country Today. Yet it 
will cost $3 million more just to repair 
what they had. 

“There has to be a major effort all the way 
around, to have a call out to investors that 
want to see small businesses here. Or it’s 
going to be where we can’t afford to rebuild, 
our land is vacant for years and years until 
we say. Well, we give up because we can’t 
raise the money’ And then it goes into the 
hands of the people that land has tended 
to always go to, these large LLCs, corpora¬ 
tions, people that own a lot of properties 
because they have the money to invest. 
Someone could swoop in and say, ‘Hey, 
who can’t rebuild?’ And they’ll offer you 
a price, and that’s what happens, over and 
over again.” 


Apply Today 
We are HIRING!! 


Pay Rates 
1st Shift 
$15.00 



Hiring Warehouse Associates: 

• Picking/Packing 

• Receiving/Stocking 

• Entry Level 

• Comfortable Shoes 

• Fun Atmosphere 


Hiring in these Locations 

Little Canada 
Shoreview 
Vadnais Heights 


4 


ProLogistix* 

Logistics Workforce Specialists 


ProLogistix 

1206 East Moore Lake Dr 
Fridley, MN 55432 


Call: 952-474-1900 

Apply online at 
www.prologistix.com 
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Opening September 2021 

FLAGSTONE 



Senior Apartments • Assisted Living • Memory Care • Care Center • Town Center 



All faiths welconne. Equal housing opportunity. © 2020 Presbyterian Homes & Services. 


Eden Prairie's newest senior living community will offer 
a host of features designed to enrich your life. Enjoy 
beautiful views from your balcony and campus amenities 
such as a bistro, salon, lap pool, pickleball court, putting 
green and top floor Skyview room with deck. Situated 
near shopping, restaurants, parks and trails for added 
convenience and entertainment opportunities. 

Call today to learn more! 


Information Office: 

(Next to Punch Pizza) 
8353 Crystal View Road 
Suite 203 

Eden Prairie, MN 55344 

952-942-2155 


Presbyterian 
homes & services 

Flagstone 


Due to COVID-19 certain features may be temporarily unavailable or offered in a different way. 
We anticipate features will become available in original form once it is clinically prudent to do so. 


FlagstonePHS.org • Text (S)Flagstone to 22300 • Find us on Facebook 


Apply Today 
We are 
HIRING!! 

Pre-register online 

resourcemfg.com 


Arden Hills 
1st -$14.50 
2nd - $15.25 
3rd - $15.95 


Openings For: 

Entry ievei Assemblers 
Warehouse 


Maple Grove 
1st - $14.50 
2nd - $15.65* 
3rd - $16.50* 


A 


ResourceMFG 

Manufacturing Workforce Specialists 


Sign On Bonus - s^XTERDED to 9/18 




iO.* 




i _ JtOCOA 



We are Practicing 
COVID safety 



Minnetonka 
1st - $14.50 
2nd - $15.25 


1206 East Moore Lake Dr 
Fridley MN 
Phone: 612-354-8534 
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Despite this summer’s unrest, MIGIZI 
still managed to train dozens of young peo¬ 
ple in their journalism and green energy 
programs, pa 5 dng them nearly $15 an hour. 
They’re temporarily working out of the 
American Indian Center on Franklin. 

One weekday afternoon. Drummer 
returned to MIGIZI. As she unlocked the 
door and gingerly walked inside, glass shards 
punctured the foam soles of her sandals. 
The space had the feel of what used to be 
an open concept studio, flooded with soft 
white light in lieu of a roof. Someone had 
stolen the refrigerator from what was left of 
the community kitchen. Discarded clothing 
suggested people had broken in to live there. 
In the back, a soundproof recording room 
once held brand new computers. A row 
of individual study rooms lined one wall. 

No one ever used those. Drummer admits. 
After an agonizingly isolating pandemic, 
the kids want to sit together more than 
ever. When they rebuild, they’ll do without 
some of those frivolities. 

Some of the nonprofit’s elder staff are 
having a terrible time moving on from the 
most beautiful home they ever had. Drum¬ 
mer draws motivation from the promises 
she’s made that they’ll have it all again. 

“This has been the most challenging time 
in my personal and professional life,” she 
says. “But it’s just as the elders said, ^You’re 
supposed to do this,’ and so I know I can 
do it. If you don’t have a vision of what it 
could be, or hope that it’s going to be okay, 
then you really don’t have an 5 Thing.” 

Drummer’s neighbor Ruhel Islam has 
the same idea. In the depths of the gut¬ 
ted Gandhi Mahal, he sees a blank canvas 
where he will draw his dream, and try to 
get it perfect the second time around. He’s 
always pined for rooftop solar panels and 
better ventilation in the basement, where 
his aquaponics operation created far too 
much humidity for comfort. Those things 
weren’t possible in his aging building. 


Jeremy Gray’s block took acting 
against drug dealers into its own hands. 


The night the block caught Are, Islam 
stayed with Gandhi Mahal until the Are 
reached the gas line and neighbors pleaded 
with him to flee with his life. In the morn¬ 
ing, his daughter called and broke the news 
that everything was gone, all the art he’d 
brought over from Bangladesh, his grand¬ 
father’s photographs. 

Islam grows quiet when the memories 
resurface. He doesn’t want to revisit. He 
just wants to rebuild. 

He has since rented a new space at 3025 
E. Franklin Ave., the slightly dilapidated site 
of the former Chef Shack. One of the first 
things Islam did was install a new tandoori 
oven. He and his family are scrubbing and 
remodeling for a September opening. 

Gandhi Mahal’s placeholder will be called 
Curry in a Hurry, a quick-bite operation 
designed for pandemic dining. It’ll serve 
spicy food to clear the nasopharyngeal pas¬ 
sageway, ginger tea to keep the immune 
system strong. Islam wants to commission a 
mural along the east-facing wall, depicting 
a phoenix clutching takeout in one talon 
and chai tea in the other. 

As he works, old customers drive by 
and honk. 

Islam recalls that when he was a little 
boy in Bangladesh, ground zero for cli¬ 
mate change, the rising seas would flood 
entire villages year after year. As soon as the 
waters receded, people would run out to 
the rice paddies, rebuilding and regrowing 
in order to harvest as much food as they 
could before the next disaster. 

“So yes, we treat it as a blessing, and 
we look forward to doing it again,” he 
says. “A lot of things are gone. They can¬ 
not come back, but we have to be strong. 
That is our mission and vision, to dream 
a big dream.” 03 



DINING C'JT FDR LIFE 

MINNESOTA 


m 


mm 


i 




m 


1£J 


m 




SEPTEMBER 24 


Together we will be Dining IN 

For Life to save our local restaurants by 
ordering takeout/delivery, then donate online 
to support essential services provided by the 
Aliveness Project. Our restaurants WILL NOT 
be asked to donate a percentage of their sales 
this year, so personal gifts to the Aliveness 
Project are more important than ever! 


® DINE IN 
SEPT 24 

© GIVE BY 

SEPT 24 KM 


TEXT DOFL2020 
TO 882020 


VISIT 

DOFLMN.org 
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OFFERING DINF-IN AND 
PATIO SEATING! 

641 University Ave 
N.E. Minneapoiis • (612) 379-4069 
EMILYSLEBANESEDEU.COM 


l^anese 

Deli 


Curbside pickup and takeout 
available. 




500 Central Ave SE 
Minneapolis | 612-353-4554 
9854 Norma Lane 
Woodbury I 651-714-2035 


NOWOPm 


PLEASE CALL FOR 
RESERVATIONS! 


Curbside pick up, take out, 
and delivery still available. 


WWW. ray-js. corn 




Paul Herwig and 
Jennifer Use with 
their dog Lila 


ONE LAST DANCE 

Off-Leash Art Box goes out with a festival 

BY JESSICA ARMBRUSTER 


C oronavirus has claimed 
another small business. After 
two years in their brick-and- 
mortar space, Off-Leash Art 
Box will close their doors. 
‘We know the current situation [cannot] 
be sustainable for as long as the economic 
fallout is going [to] last,” the announce¬ 
ment states, “and so we believe it’s the 
responsible thing for Off-Leash Area to 
close the theater, and for [artistic direc¬ 
tors] Jennifer [Ilse] and Paul [Herwig] 
to sell the building as soon as possible.” 

The space wasn’t just a homebase 
for Off-Leash productions; it was also 
available to rent, providing a small venue 
for new works, group collabs, and other 
unique projects. Alanna Morris-Van Tas¬ 
sel, formerly of TU Dance, struck out 
on her own on the Off-Leash stage with 
Yam, Potatoe an Fish!, a deeply personal 
piece about her Carribean heritage. Quirky 
shows like Dread the Halls, a horror- 
themed holiday cabaret, also made their 
way to the venue. 

When Off-Leash Art Box opened two 
years ago, Ilse and Herwig had big plans 
to bring a little joy and entertainment to 
the Nokomis East neighborhood in south 
Minneapolis. 


“We OWN it!” the original announce¬ 
ment proclaimed. “No landlords, no leases, 
we own our own destiny.” 

What they owned needed a little work, 
however. 

“It was a dirty, stinky, just kind of 
cement open space,” Ilse told us in 2018. 

The building, originally an auto shop, 
had also served as a laundromat and a 
video store before sitting empty for eight 
years. Before opening, Off-Leash made 
repairs to the HVAC system, plumbing, 
and electricity, and installed the type of 
sprung flooring that dance companies use. 

The good news: Off-Leash will con¬ 
tinue as a creative entity. It’s also worth 
noting that the group was nomadic for 
years before settling down in south Min¬ 
neapolis. Before the Art Box, the can-do 
duo often turned garages and driveways 
into performance venues, hosted events 
on their self-proclaimed “micro-stage” in 
Longfellow, and took over other troupes’ 
stages for an evening. 

The final event in the space will be 
Inbox(g)ArtBox, a local choreographers’ 
festival with Haus Dance that will fea¬ 
ture indoor and outdoor stages, virtual 
elements, and site-specific pieces. It’s 
scheduled to run October 1-4. 03 
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

» By Rob Brezsny 


T ARIES (March 21-April 19): In one of your past lives, maybe you were 
a Neanderthal midwife in what's now southern France. In another 
incarnation, you may have been a 17th-century Guarani shaman who shared 
your knowledge about local plants with an Italian Jesuit missionary in what’s 
now Uruguay. All the powers and aptitudes you perfected in those and other 
previous ages could prove helpful as you cultivate your genius in the coming 
weeks. JUST KIDDINGI Cancel my previous speculations,. For you Aries folks, 
past achievements are often of secondary importance as you create your 
future. In fact, your mandate is usually to transcend the old days and old 
ways. It may be better not to imitate or rely on old stories, no matter how 
dazzling. This will be especially true in the coming weeks. 

V TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “There are no ordinary feelings,” says 
poet Dean Young. “Just as there are no ordinary spring days or 
kicked over cans of paint.” That's always true, but it will be especially true 
for you in the coming weeks. I suspect you will be host to a wealth of 
interesting, unique, and profound feelings. They might be a bit overwhelming 
at times, but I think they will mostly provide rich opportunities for your soul 
to grow deeper and stronger and more resilient. 

■rr GEMINI (May 21-June 20): “There should be a science of discontent,” 
-LL said novelist Frank Herbert. “People need hard times and oppression 
to develop psychic muscles.” I partially agree with that observation, but I 
also think it’s a gratuitous cliche that’s not at all absolute. In fact, our culture 
is under the spell of a mass delusion that tempts us to believe “no pain, no 
gain” is the supreme learning principle. I'd like to see the development of a 
robust science of contentment: how fascination and freedom and 
generosity can build psychic muscles. You'll be a good candidate to study 
that subject in the coming weeks. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Cancerian songwriter Mathangi 
Arulpragasam is better known by her stage name M.I.A. She has 
accomplished a lot in her 45 years on the planet, having been nominated for 
three Grammy Awards and an Academy Award, fsqu/remagazine named herthe 
75th most influential person of the 21st century. One key to her success is the 
fact that she formulated a clear master plan many years ago, and has used it to 
guide her decisions. In her song “Matangi,” she refers to it: “If you’re gonna be 
me, you need a manifesto / If you ain't got one, you better get one presto.” I bring 
this to your attention, Cancerian, because the coming weeks will be an excellent 
time to formulate (or re-formulate) your life manifesto and master plan. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “If you're not invited to the party, throw your 
® C own,” declares singer and actress Diahann Carroll. In the coming 
weeks, I urge you Leos to use that advice as a metaphor in every way you 
can imagine. For example, if you’re not getting the love you want from a 
certain someone, give it to yourself. If no one hands you the opportunity you 
need, hand it to yourself. If you wish people would tell you what you want to 
hear, but they’re not saying it, tell yourself what you want to hear. It’s a time 
when you need to go beyond mere self-sufficiency. Be self-gratifying, self- 
rewarding, self-acknowledging. 


rm VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): “At the necessary moment, going naked 
* Ic will be your most convincing disguise,” writes poet Dobby Gibson. As I 
apply his witty statement to your life. I’ll interpret it metaphorically. My sense 
is that you could really use the kind of “disguise” he's talking about. What I 
mean is that you would benefit by appearing to be different from what people 
expect of you. You can gain key advantages by shifting the image you present 
to the world-by expressing a part of your identity that is not usually obvious. 
And I think the best way to do that is to “go naked”-i.e. be candid and 
transparent and vulnerable about your core truths. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Libran playwright Wendy Wasserstein 
wrote, “Every year I resolve to be a little less the me I know and leave 
a little room for the me I could be. Every year I make a note not to feel left 
behind by my friends and family who have managed to change far more than 
I.” I recommend Wasserstein’s practice to you, dear Libra. The coming weeks 
will be an excellent time to launch this ritual as an annual tradition. For best 
results, write it out as a vow. I mean take a pen and paper and compose a 
solemn pledge, then sign it on the bottom to seal your determination. 


rn SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “I may not lead the most dramatic life,” 
n U confesses singer-songwriter Rufus Wainwright, “but in my brain it’s 
War and Peace every day.” He was referencing Leo Tolstoy's sprawling, 
exuberant 1,200-page novel War and Peace, which features stories about five 
families who lived through Napoleon's invasion of Russia in the 19th century. 
I’m guessing that these days your fantasy life may also be filled with epic fairy 
tales and heroic sagas and tear-jerking myths. Is there a problem with that? 
Not necessarily. It could be quite entertaining and educational. I do 
recommend that you keep your actual life a little calmer and saner, however. 


^ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): “I rejoice to live in such a splendidly 
^ disturbing timel” said author Helen Keller (1880-1968). She was a smart 
activist who worked hard in behalf of women's equality, labor rights, 
antimilitarism, and socialism. Was she being sarcastic in saying she loved being 
alive duringa time of upheaval? Not at all. She derived excitement and vigor from 
critiquing injustice. Her lust for life soared as she lent her considerable energy 
to making life on earth more enjoyable for more people. I invite you to consider 
adopting her attitude in the coming weeks. It's a good time to experiment with 
generatingthe personal power that becomes available by taking practical action 
in behalf of your high ideals. 


rrr CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You know what perfectionists are: 

people who obsessively strive to finesse every last detail, polishing and 
honing so compulsively that they risk sucking all the soul out of the finished 
product. In contrast to them, I propose that we identify a different class of 
humans known as imperfectionists. They understand that a ferocious drive 
for utter purity can make things sterile and ugly. They resolve to cultivate 
excellence while at the same time they understand that irregularities and 
eccentricities may infuse their work with beauty. I hope you'll act like an 
imperfectionist in the coming weeks, Capricorn. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): “Everything good I've ever gotten in 
life, I only got because I gave something else up,” writes author 
Elizabeth Gilbert. To that melodramatic declaration, I say, “Really? 
Everything? I don’t believe you.” And yet I do think she has a point. On some 
occasions, the most effective strategy for bringing good new influences into 
our lives is to sacrifice an influence or habit or pattern we're attached to. And 
often the thing that needs to be sacrificed is comfortable or consoling or 
mildly pleasurable. I suspect that the coming weeks will offer you one of these 
opportunities, Aquarius. 


X PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): “I and me are always too deeply in 
conversation,” confessed philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche. I wonder 
why he said “too deeply” and not just “deeply.” Did he mean his dialogs with 
himself distracted him from important matters in the world outside of his 
imagination? Was he implying that he got so consumed while conducting his 
self-interviews that he lost his bearings and forgot what his goals were? 
With these cautions in mind, Pisces, I invite you to dive into an intense but 
spacious communion with yourself. Make this a delightful and illuminating 
conference, not a raging debate or a debilitating argument. 


freewillastrology@freewillastrology.com 

© Copyright 2019 Rob Brezsny 
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^ VIRTUAL EDITION 


PjP Trio 

i w/ Grammy Award Winner Patricia Lacy 

Saturday, Sept 19 _ 



■ 


Grammy Award Winner 

Nachito Herrera 

Saturday, Sept 26 


Streaming live in your living 
room each Saturday night^ 
_ in September! 

/pm - selbyavejazzfest.com ^ 
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TEA PARTY 

BY BRENDAN EMMETT QUIGLEY 


Across 

1 Swift horse 

5 “Stille_” 

10 Prospecting props 

14 Risk battle? 

15 Tree-lined area 

16 Too many to wrap 
your head around 

17 _gaze 

18 “Lord of the Flies” 
boy turning on the 
waterworks? 

20 Notes in some 
margins, maybe 

22 French sociologist 
Durkheim 

23 One shy of four-and-a- 
half games of golf? 

27 Fat meas. 

30 “You got me?” 

31 Cuts the crop 

32 Realty units 

34 NRA symbol 

35 Part of a meter 

36 Strapping young 
lads, collectively? 

42 Birds drawn with 
glasses in cartoons 

43 Best Actor of 2002 

44 Sea anemone 

46 Curving shot in many 
trick pool shots 

47 Slangy turndown 

50 Squeeze (out) 

51 “Get out of 
here, shrimp!”? 

54 Death Star shot 

56 A Russian in 
Georgia, e.g. 

57 Men who are 
definitely NOT the 
marrying type? 

62 Small change 

63 Problem solved 
by Dr. Mom 


64 Vocally bother, 
puppy-style 

65 Woman’s name 
that means “light” 

66 Pre-toothbrushing 
rinse 

67 “My Hero 
Academia” genre 

68 Speech therapist’s 
challenge 

Down 

1 Private assemblies 

2 Marshall stack mover 

3 Claim without proof 

4 “Yuuuuuuck” 

5 Saigon’s home, briefly 

6 R&B singer Lennox 

7 “Love Island” network 

8 Red Monopoly purchases 

9 “I might be game” 

10 Milkmaid’s container 

11 Linear equations subject 

12 Oft-spiked 
Christmas drink 

13 Wallower’s home 

19 Where Fibonacci 

was born 

21 Go off the beaten path 

24 Cracker with a 
stethoscope 

25 In great shape 

26 Place to get free 
screwdrivers 

28 Brief letter 

29 ID with a 
UPC-like code 

33 _planning 

34 Independent 
jeweler’s website 

36 Be gloomy 

37 “Star Wars” creature 
that has a penchant 


for eating humans 

38 “Praise the Lord!” 

39 Prefix with while 

40 Upbeat 

41 Singer with the 
best-selling album 
of the 21st century 

45 “I’m over here!” 

46 See 55-Down 

47 Campania’s capital 

48 Is of use to 

49 Towelette that 
comes with wings 

52 OutKast song that 
Rolling Stone said 
sounded like “an indie 
rock Little Richard” 

53 Do well at 

55 With 46-Down, co¬ 
captain of United 
States women’s 
national soccer team 

57 Man about town, back 
in the Victorian era 

58 Leather-smithing tool 

59 Wire letters 

60 Orange tuber 

61 _-Anne-de-Beaupre, 

Quebec 


Last Week’s Answer 
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SAVAGE LOVE 


THE CARE YOU 
NEED FROM 
THE COMFORT 
OF YOUR 
OWN COUCH. 

Now Offering Telehealth! 


® Family Tree CALL OR TEXT: 

Clinic.org 651-645-0478 


]>ii6e'5 

Auto Repair • Collision Repair • Paint 
24 Hour Towing Available 



323 Mafia Avenue N 977 Front Avenue 520 E, Lake Street 

Saint Paul, MN 55103 Saint Paul, MN 55106 Minneapolis, MN 55408 


£ 0(0 Onlji One5 Ttere for ^ou 24/7 

We Pay Top Dollar for Junk Cars, Any Condition. 

Best Price on used & new Tires 

Windshields | Upholstery | Make Car Keys | Auto Towing 
Roadside Assistance | Auto Repair | Lockout Services | Se Habla Espahol 


612-282-1659 
WINDOW TINTING 


WWW. dukescar sandtowingllc .com 


Premies 

Am I going to be trapped 
in this relationship 
forever? 

I ’m a straight man who’s been dating 
a woman for not quite four months. 

In the beginning things were light. 
But two weeks in she revealed serious 
abandonment issues and began asking 
whether I really loved her. She demanded 
reassurance that I wasn’t going anywhere 
and she wouldn’t be ‘'just a single chap¬ 
ter” in my life. After a month, I met her 
seven-year-old son, her parents, and her ex. 
Then we had a pregnancy scare. She told 
me if she was pregnant she would keep it 
because then I’d have to stay. I voiced that 
we’d been dating for very a short time and 
this wasn’t a good time for either of us to 
have a child. (She wasn’t pregnant, luckily.) 
Even before this incident, my body had 
started to manifest signs of anxiety: upset 
stomach, sleepless nights, loss of appetite. 

So I summoned up all of my courage—con¬ 
versations like this are extremely dijficult 
for me—and told her I couldn’t do this 
anymore. She cried and begged me to give 
her a second chance; I wound up spending 
the rest of the weekend at her place and 
agreed to stay. But I didn’t feel good about 
it. When I finally got back to my place, I 
felt anxious, confused, hollow, and hopeless. 

I tried to end things again after speaking 
to my therapist but she won’t take no for 
an answer and brings up the promises I 
made about loving her. I hate this and feel 
terrible for her son. Any thoughts on how 
to dismantle this? Or do I just need to run? 
PASSIONATE REASSURANCES EXTRACTED SO 
SOON UNDOES RELATIONSHIP EXIT 

As I explained to a reader in a similar 
situation... 

‘We need someone’s consent before we 
kiss them, suck them, fuck them, spank 
them, spoon them, marry them, collar 
them, etc. But we do not need someone’s 
consent to leave them. Breakups are the 
only aspect of our romantic lives where 
the other person’s consent is irrelevant. 
The other person’s pain is relevant, of 
course, and we should be as compassionate 
and considerate as possible when end¬ 
ing a relationship. (Unless we’re talking 
about dumping an abuser, in which case 
safety and self-care are all that matters.) 
But we don’t need someone’s consent to 
dump them.” 

Voice that it’s over, PRESSURE, then 
refuse to get drawn into negotiations. It’s 
over. If she needs to cry on someone’s 



Dan Savage 


shoulder, she’ll have to call a friend. If she 
brings up the promises you made after she 
“revealed” her abandonment issues weeks 
into this relationship, apologize for not 
being strong enough to resist her obvious— 
if subconscious—efforts to manipulate you. 
She shouldn’t have asked you to swear 
undying love after you’d known each other 
such a short time and you shouldn’t have 
made the promises you did. You failed her 
and yourself by not telling her it was too 
soon for that shit—to say “I love you,” to 
know whether she would be a chapter in 
your life, to meet her son (!), her parents 
(!!), and her ex (!!!). 

Demands for premature reassurances 
of everlasting love, like all demands for 
premature commitments, are intended 
to make exiting the relationship more 
difficult. And while I’m not calling your 
girlfriend an abuser, demands for pre¬ 
mature commitments are often red flags 
for abuse. Your girlfriend weaponized 
her insecurities to extract a premature 
commitment from you. And she involved 
her son in that effort, which is unconscio¬ 
nable. (While that’s on her, you should’ve 
refused to meet her son so quickly and 
seen her desire to introduce you to him 
as a red flag. You should be seeing some¬ 
one for at least six months to a year—well 
out of the honeymoon phase if not quite 
into the farting-in-front-of-each-other 
phase—before being introduced to your 
new partner’s kid(s).) 

When someone you’ve only recently 
started dating says, “Will you love me 
forever?,” the correct answer is never, 
“Of course I will!” The correct answer is, 
“I think you’re a wonderful person and 
I want to keep seeing you but we can’t 
know—at this stage—what the future will 
bring.” If they respond by saying, ‘You 
know what? You’re right,” keep seeing 
them. If they respond by melting down 
and bringing up their abandonment issues, 
well, they’ve demonstrated they aren’t 
someone you want a future with. 


mail@savagelove.net 

Follow Dan on Twitter: @fakedansavage 
www.savagelovecast.com 
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MAINSTREAM TO ADULT 




NEWLY EXPANDED ADULT ROOM-COME CHECK IT. OUT! 

P ^ ^ “ -- ^ 


vXXDVDsf®^ 


■25 000 



NOW OPEN 


Just take Exit 1 off the new St. Croix River Bridge and 
follow the signs one mile to Houlton, Wisconsin! 

HOURS 

Tues-Thurs 5pm-2am, Fri-Sat 5pm-2:30am 
Sun 5pm-2am, Closed Mondays 


1400 Main St I Houlton, Wl 
715-549-6901 



ag^_^a>aKiTiiB«w» 

anigh t of laMILYFUN! 



Every Friday in September! 

Bohemian Flats Park | Dusk Movie | $15 per car 


Only 60 spaces 
available, so 
purchase your 
tickets in 
advance! 




September 18 'Top Gun" 

Music by DJ Truckstache • Food by Rollin' Nolens BBQ 

September 25 "Space Jam" 

Music by DJ Shannon Blowtorch ■ Food by Rollin' Nolens BBQ 

iTBD "Grease" 


[ Rescheduled from September 11 ■ 


Music by DJ Shannon Blowtorch ■ Food by Rollin' Nolens BBQ 


\ startribune.com/Music&niovi^ 


Supporting 

sponsors wq 
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HOT & COLD SALAD & DELICIOUS 

SUBS WRAPS DESSERTS 


Our specialty hot & cold 
subs are cut to order and 
made with the freshest 
meats, veggies, and sauces. 
Vegetarian and vegan subs? 
We’ve got those too. 


Our fresh ingredients 
in a salad or a wrap. 
Healthy and delicious. 


Sebastian joe’s ice cream, 
cookies, cheesecake, carrot 
cake, brownies, rice krispie 
treats, and more! 


VISIT US IN STORE OR ONLINE 

Hours: 10:30am - 12am 

3008 Lyndale Ave S | Minneapolis, MN | 612-822-5551 
WWW. caff rey s mpls.com 


WE ARE OPEN! 

OFFERING DELIVERY AND PICKUP 
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AMAZING MASSAGE 

FREE TABLE SHOWER 

7035 WAYZATA BLVD # 100 , ST LOUIS PARK 

952 - 855-7971 



Electric Fetus is open Tue-Sat 10-6 (closed Sun/Mon) 
■ ; 'sed vif:-l- CDs & DVDs ani 
■ ' ‘ -’'■'f for store credit. 

Limit 15 customers at a time. Masks required. 

2000 S 4th Ave., Mpis (612) 870-9300 info@electricfetus.com 


O 

SOO-LAWYERS 

INJURY • BANKRUPTCY 
DIVORCE • DWI 


HandsOn Twin Cities! 

Make change happen. Thousancds of volunteer 
opportunities are available in the Twin Cities for 
actults an(d youth, groups anct families. For 
these anct other opportunities visit the 
HancdsOn Twin Cities website at 
www.hancdsontwincities.org, 612-379-4900 or 
infodJhancdsontwincities.org 

Volunteer Opportunities: Response to COVID-19 

In orcder to support community neects createcd 
by the Coronavirus outbreak, HancdsOn Twin 
Cities has createcd a special Volunteer Hub with 
opportunities ancJ guicdelines for volunteering. 

Food Shelf Aide 

NorthPoint Health & Wellness Center seeks foocJ 
shelf volunteers for weekly shifts. M-Th, 
morning or afternoon. Pack boxes, bag procduce, 
receive an(d stock (donations an(d (deliveries. 

Must be at least 18. North Minneapolis location. 
http://www.northpointhealth.org/ 

Office Volunteer 

Metro Meals on Wheels supports more than 30 
MOW programs an(d nee(ds office assistance. 
Data entry, processing (donations an(d other 
projects. Must be at least 18. Free parking 
provi(de(d at (downtown Minneapolis office. 
http://www.meals-on-wheels.com/ 


standyP 

Monthly Minutes, Text & Data 'applicant must qualify 

Bring Your Own Phone and Number! 

'Approved applications are sent a SIM Card to activate! 

Service Works On Most Unlocked GSM Phones 



CALL US TODAY: 800 - 544-4441 

This is a Lifeline service. Lifeline is a government assistance program. Your Lifeline Benefit is non-transferable. Proof of eligibility is required and 
only eligible customers may enroll. Only one Lifeline discount per household. Consumers who willfully make false statements in order to obtain 
the Lifeline benefit can be punished by fine or imprisonment or being barred from the program. Plans may include 300 Minutes. Unlimited Text, 
and 3GB of Data. Visit www.standupwireless.com for terms & conditions and to see if service is available in your area. Global Connection Inc. of 
America dA)/a StandUp Wireless. 



DANCERS & ENTERTAINERS- 
Cajun Ciub Wants YOU! 

The Cajun Club is REOPEN - AND looking for the 
Twin Cities’ most gorgeous entertainers to join 
us our team! Visit us online at www.cajun- 
club.com/au(ditions to let us know you are 
intereste(d an(d to sche(dule an au(dition! 


IT ALL STARTS WITH A SEED! 

EcoGarden Supply • Blocks from 1-94 & 280 
800 Transfer R(d. Suite 3, Dock 8, St. Paul 

www.EcoGardenSupply.com • 651-647-1896 


Need Affordable Insurance? 

Nee(d Affor(dable Car, Home, life, or Renters 
Insurance? Call John d) 651-777-6898 


WE BUY USED CDs, DVDs & LPs! 
PAY CASH, NO HASSLE! 

We’ve been buying & selling music since 1972! We 

are the ORIGINAL recor(d store! Buying usecJ IP’s & 

45’s. 60s, 70s & 80s a Rock N’ Roll recorcJs preferrecJ. 

Golden Valley: 763-544-0033 Down In The Valley 
A part of your culture since 1972 downinthevalley.com 


PROFILE MUSIC STUDIOS 

Premier rehearsai space in ciynamic & upscaie Mpis iocation 
(3 biks east of U of M). Designed for both nationai touring 
acts & iocai bands. Current & past dients inciude piatinum 
seiiing & Grammy winning artists. Aii amenities provided inci: 

concert haii w/pro sound & iighting, 24 hr access, DSL, 
security cameras, on-site mgmt w/staff on premises 24/7, 
prkg, street ievei, skyiights, top quaiity recording studio, 
guitar & equip, repair, in-house entertainment attorney. 
Daily/hourly rates avail. Competitive rent from 
$195/mo. 

(612) 331-5000 • vvww.profilemusic.com 
info(i)profilemusic.com 


TOP CASH 
FOR JUNKERS 

(612) 282-1659 » Duke’S Cars & Towing 


CASH PAID! 

FOR MOST JUNKERS & 
REPAIRABLES 

FREE TOW • Same Day Service 

h: 612 - 781-1804 c: 763 - 445-0224 


★ FBUNAL INJURY LAW ★ 

Including: Pharmaceutical, Whistleblower 
and Car Accidents 
Call 612-272-2171 for more info. 




1. Cash for Yoiir libisic fr nSovies 
8. Rodi:, R&B, Jazz, C&W 

3. LP, CD, PVP, Tapes March 


CnUFWaES 


add us on 
social media 


(a)citypagesstreet 


EXCLUSIVE GIVEAWAYS! 


i find it ONLINE 

-■ 
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P Homester than Abe. 

' IT 

TURBO TIM’S 

ANYTHING AUTOMOTIVE 


2823 CENTRAL AVE | MPLS. NN 55418 1612-208-8461 


^ FREE Consultation -4 
^ NO Fee if NO Recovery -4 
Randall Law Firm, PLLC # randallfirm.com 


INSURANCE SUCKS! 

Tickets and Accidents? 

Rates Too High? 

ONE THING THAT DOESN’T 
SUCK IS OUR RATES. 





Call the pros at 

PROKOP INSURANCE 
612-333-PROS (7767) 
prokopinsurance.com 


20 CITYPAGES.COM SEPTEMBER 16-22, 2020 



















































